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Taking Action World-Wide: locally based, led by youth: 
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Spotlight on National Information Society Campaigns
From Sierra Leone to Brazil, India to the Philippines, young people are planning a vibrant series of workshops, prime-time interactive radio programs, media outreach, video conferences, websites and more. They’ll be meeting in community halls, going into schools, sending emails, training others at internet cafes, talking with decision-makers, and implementing concrete local projects.

These activities, known as “National Information Society Youth Campaigns” are being coordinated worldwide by TakingITGlobal, a Toronto-based international youth organization, in its role as facilitator of the WSIS Youth Caucus, and as the policy coordinator “Youth Creating Digital Opportunities” (YCDO). YCDO is a worldwide community youth, and Coalition of youth-led and youth-focused organizations working around ICTs and Knowledge for Development, spearheaded by TIG, the Global Knowledge Partnership, and the International Institute for Sustainable Development, and now including more than 12 leading international organizations.

The National Information Society Youth Campaigns differ in content, dependent on local needs and circumstances, yet retain a basic framework and set of goals. Shared elements include the theme “Realizing the potential of young people to create digital opportunity”, as well as components such as expected outcomes – including creation of a national youth platform on the information society, and increased public awareness of both the Summit and youth participation within the process.  While the Campaigns are planned and implemented by youth themselves, it is intended that they also engage broadly with national level institutions and governments, and international agencies working locally.   Results of the Campaigns will be shared at an international level, through a compilation publication, an exhibition at the ICT4D Hall at the Summit, and a panel presentation by the Campaign coordinators.
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Profil de la jeunesse

Nom: Lionelle Ngo Samnick - Organisation: Ingenieurs sans Frontiers - Pays: Cameroun

Crois que tu qu’ il existe une societe de l’ information?

Nous ne créerons pas la  société car elle a toujours existé.  C’est un processus aussi vieux que le monde qui a de tout temps permis à travers l’ interaction des hommes et des institutions de créer et de partager l’ information pour atteindre les objectifs de développement social ou economique des sociétés. Ce sont ses modes, ses regles et ses mécanismes qui evoluent et dont les conséquences sont plus ou moins préjudiciables à l homme dans sa diversité.


Que penses tu etre la plus grande issue de la societe de l information?

La plus grande issue de la société de l’information serait de favoriser des conditions de vie décentes pour toute l’humanité. A cet effet, l’ education, la sante et l’ emploi y devraient etre des axes prioritaires. Une attention particuliere doit etre portee aux femmes, aux jeunes et aux personnes vivant dans les zones rurales. Les jeunes qui jouent un role de catalyseur du changement et du savoir dans cette société de l’information numerisée doivent être soutenus  afin qu ils soient efficacement integres au processus de décision et d evaluation pour la construction d’une société de l’information plus harmonieus
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National Youth Information Society Campaign

WSIS Youth The Philippines.

Manila, September 8, 2003 – On the occasion of the 1st Phase of the UN World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) happening in December 2003, close to a hundred young people gathered at the Asian Development Bank Headquarters, along with representatives from the government, private sector and civil society, to draw synergies aimed at strengthening Filipino youth engagement to the WSIS process through the conduct of a national WSIS youth campaign and the establishment of a WSIS Philippine Youth Caucus. This youth forum is organized by the Young Volunteers for Sustainable Development, in partnership with ADB, Youth Creating Digital Opportunities Network, TakingITGlobal and Consuelo Foundation.

The Consultative Meeting started with an informal session on partnership building and commitment gathering to realize an inclusive, participatory consultative process on identifying Filipino youth perspectives on the information society. Many youth organizations expressed enthusiasm and support in the planned WSIS youth campaign events and activities. A deliberation on the Consultative Meeting Declaration and Plan of Action, drafted by the Organizers, then followed. 


In the afternoon, thematic sessions covering youth perspectives, state of Philippine ICT education and employment, communication rights, gender equality, and environmental sustainability on the information society were held. Atty. Kathleen Heceta, Deputy Commissioner of the National Telecommunications Commission of the Department of the Transportation and Communications, the government institution co-leading the national WSIS preparations, talked about the role of young people on the networked society. A presentation on the Global Knowledge Partnership and its work on ICT for Development was delivered by Mr. Raymond de Chavez of Tebtebba, a local GKP partner. Susan Ellison-McGee, an ICT Specialist at ADB, briefed the delegates on global and regional ICT4D initiatives. The Meeting came to a close with a decision to hold a 2nd Consultative Meeting tentatively scheduled for mid-November 2003, start online discussions on the structure and working mechanisms of the WSIS Philippine Youth Caucus, bring the “Youth @ WSIS” exhibit to universities and regions outside Manila, develop e-seminars on ICT for Development issues and adopt the Declaration and Action Plan on September 15, 2003 after all comments to the Draft have been collated.

“The meeting is a good start in involving the youth as a stakeholder on the information society. Hopefully the next step will be to reach out to more disadvantaged youth, who should be the main beneficiaries on the information society.” comments Allan Alegre, Executive Director of the Foundation for Media Alternatives and Focal Point of the Asian Region at the WSIS Civil Society Bureau. Ms. Ellison-McGee remarked that "It was fascinating to spend the day with such enthusiastic and capable young people. I learned a lot." 

Project Webpage: http://ycdo.takingitglobal.org/policy/WSISPhilippines
Contact Details: YVSD Secretariat at yvsdsecretariat@yahoo.com 

